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COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM: INITIAL STUDY 

Environmental Assessment (CEQ / EA) Number: CEQ 200004 

Project Case Type(s) and Number(s): Commercial WECS Permit No. 71R10 / Variance Case No. 200001 

Commercial WECS Permit No. 71R10, Revised Permit No. 10 proposes to install up to seven (7) new 
commercial wind turbines up to 499 feet in height with a total project generating capacity of 27 MW. 
These 7 new turbines would replace the 159 turbines currently on the site which are scheduled for decom-
missioning Q1 2021 under existing permits, including demolition permits issued by the County. The 
project also includes associated equipment such as existing on-site substation, temporary construction 
yard, and existing 220 kV transmission line. No work is proposed on existing interconnection line, and the 
project would use an existing access road from Haugen-Lehmann Way. Variance Case No. 200001 proposes 
to eliminate the setbacks along the western and northern lot lines as required by Zoning Ordinance No. 
348.  

Lead Agency Name: Riverside County Planning Department 

Address:  P.O. Box 1409, Riverside, CA 92502-1409 

Contact Person: Jay Olivas, Project Planner 

Telephone Number: 760.863.7050 

ApplƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ bŀƳŜ: Brookfield Renewable 

!ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ: 6703 Oak Creek Road, Mojave, California 93501 

LΦ twhW9/¢ LbChwa!¢Lhb 
Project Description:  

Alta Mesa 640 LLC (Alta Mesa), a subsidiary of Brookfield Renewable Energy (Brookfield), as owner of the 
Alta Mesa Wind Project (Alta Mesa Wind), is planning to repower the existing wind project located in 
Riverside County, approximately 11 miles northwest of the City of Palm Springs. Alta Mesa is an existing 
27 megawatt (MW) wind project with 159 turbines located on land zoned Wind Energy (W-E). W-E zoning 
allows the development of wind energy subject to approval of a Commercial WECS application. The 
existing turbines heights range from 114 to 145 feet. The existing 159 turbines will be removed first quarter 
2021 under existing permits.1 

Alta Mesa proposes to construct the Alta Mesa Wind Project (ƘŜǊŜƛƴΣ άProjectέέ ƻǊ άǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέ), which would 
include constructing, operating, maintaining, and decommissioning 7 new WTGs. The Project would pro-
duce 27 MW of wind energy. The new facilities would be decommissioned at the end of their estimated 
30-year useful life. Figure 1 illustrates the project location. Alta Mesa is planning to construct the Project 
in tandem with the adjacent Mesa wind repowering project that is situated on BLM lands and is currently 
going through a separate but similar permitting process. Concurrent repowering of the two projects (as 
opposed to two separate construction projects) would provide efficiencies and minimize total ground 

 
1 Brookfield secured required demolition and hazardous material approvals from the Riverside County Building Department. 
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disturbance, traffic, and temporary impacts on environmental resources. The layout of the two projects is 
also being considered as one to minimize the viewshed impact while producing the most green energy.  

The proposed locations for 7 WTGs are shown in Figures 2a and 2b. The nearest sensitive receptors to the 
new WTGs are rural residences in Bonnie Bell, the closest of which are 4,500 and 4,900 feet east of the 
Project.  

The Project will necessitate ground disturbance for access roads and WTG construction pads (see Figure 2b). 
In most cases the new access roads will follow existing roads and new disturbance will be kept to a mini-
mum. However, some roads will need to be widened, and some of the new turbines will be located away 
from existing disturbances. The total estimated disturbed area for the Project would be a total of up to 
67.3 acres, of which 18.8 acres is already disturbed and 48.5 acres would be new disturbance. Of the 67.3 
acres, less than 25 acres would be permanent, and 42.3 would be temporary. Of the 42.3 acres of tempo-
rary impacts, 32.4 acres would be a buffer area where vegetation removal is not anticipated but there 
may be some need for drive and crush due to trucks backing up or other unanticipated construction work. 
Plus, an additional 13.2 acres of ground disturbance would occur along the main access road to the Project 
site and an additional 13 acres of ground disturbance would occur in the temporary construction yard, 
both within the Mesa Wind Project ROW project area (see Figure 2b). Both the main access road and 
construction yard would be shared by the Alta Mesa Wind Project and the Mesa Wind Project Repower 
which are being permitted concurrently. Ground disturbance is associated with turbine siting, cut/fill, 
temporary construction yards, and widening of access roads. The Project would use existing disturbed areas 
and would avoid steep slopes whenever possible. The estimated ground disturbance is shown in Table 1.  

Table 1. Alta Mesa Wind Project Estimated Disturbance (acres) 

 

New 
Disturbance  

(acres) 

Existing  
Disturbance  

(acres) 
Total  

(acres) 

Onsite Components    

Turbines, turbine pads, grading and fill  18.5  6.1  24.6 

Access roads within Alta Mesa Wind site 5.3  3.7 9.0 

Temporary laydown yard 0.9 0.4 1.3 

Buffer area 23.8 8.6 32.4 

Onsite Subtotal 48.5 18.8 67.3 

Offsite Components    

Main access road within Mesa Wind Project Repower 13.2 - 13.2 

Temporary laydown yard within Mesa Wind Project Repower 13.0 - 13.0 

Offsite Subtotal 26.2 - 26.2 

Total Disturbance 74.7 18.8 93.5  

Project Location 

The Alta Mesa Wind infrastructure is located on 640 acres in Riverside County, 11 miles northwest of the 
City of Palm Springs in southern California (see Figure 1). The project would modify an existing unnamed 
access road (associated with BLM ROW CACA-13980) that enters from the west and crosses the Mesa 
Wind Project ROW to reach the Project site (see Figure 2a). The exiting access road crosses BLM land and 
is being permitted as part of the adjacent Mesa Project for which an amended ROW Grant is being issued 
by BLM in January 2021. The Project area is rural, open space that is sparsely populated. Local land uses 
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include existing wind farms and off-highway vehicle trails. The Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) runs north and west 
of the Project. 



Alta Mesa Wind Project 
Environmental Assessment/Initial Study 

CEQ / EA No: CEQ200004 4 December 2020 

Figure 1. Vicinity Map 
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Figure 2a. Site Pl an 

 
















































































































































































































